
Since the last issue of the newsletter of the EU-funded project 
Sustainable Employment Creation and Improved Livelihoods for 
Vulnerable Urban Communities in Mogadishu (SECIL), the project has 
made remarkable progress with regard to implementing activities in 
its five components, fostering relationships with local authorities, 
and establishing ties with national actors.

The solid waste collection service started in Waberi, Hamarweyne, 
Hamarjajab, and Shingani, though with a few hiccups. A study visit 
of the public–private partnership partners Mogadishu Cleaning 
Company, WasteSom, and Benadir Regional Administration (BRA) to 
Nairobi, in addition to the recruitment of a business and financial 
expert, helped overcome these hurdles and promote efficiency and 
financial viability.

Four markets and a handicraft project have been identified for 
strategic rehabilitation by Mayor Mohamoud Ahmed Nur and his 
team. Construction work will start shortly, hand in hand with a 
comprehensive capacity-building programme for market vendors.
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Garbage collection at the household level commenced in April 2013 © UN-Habitat
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UN-Habitat held its 24th biennial Governing Council, entitled ‘Sustainable Urban Development: The Role of Cities in Creating 
Improved Economic Opportunities for All’, in mid-April in Nairobi. The compatibility of the event theme with SECIL goals provided 
an ideal opportunity for participation and learning among all partners.

A number of SECIL partners, including two Vice-mayors of Mogadishu and the Deputy Minister of Public Works, travelled from 
Mogadishu to participate in the event. Bringing such key figures to Nairobi allowed SECIL to contribute to increasing the capacities 
and networks of the Benadir Regional Administration through active participation in discussion and debates surrounding key urban 
issues such as the creation of sustainable livelihoods and employment for all.

These participants were able to meet and interact with counterparts and experts from throughout Africa and further afield, as well 
as contributing to consultations and discussions on topics closely aligned with SECIL objectives: ‘Safer Cities’, ‘Local Authorities 
and Urban Law’, ‘Enhancing the Sustainability of Cities’, and ‘Achieving Sustainable Energy Access for the Urban Poor’.

Building the capacities of the Benadir Regional Administration in employment creation

Clare Sadd, UN-Habitat

Britta Peters, UN-Habitat

In order to provide BRA with the necessary tools to increase economic opportunities for all, an interim legal framework 
has been drafted and validated in the presence of representatives from several ministries, the Office of the President, the 
Office of the Prime Minister, BRA, and civil society. The framework consists of five legal instruments: (i) good governance 
laws and rights; (ii) investment, business, and employment laws; (iii) urban services law; (iv) civil society and professional 
association law; and (v) building regulations.

After several months of intensive drawing classes (and engagement with these questions: Where does our water come 
from? What role does it play in our life? What can we do to protect our water better?), the 50 best paintings from Mogadishu 
schoolchildren were presented in the presence of the Mayor and Vice-mayors in an exhibition on 23 April at City Palace 
Hotel in Mogadishu.

A letter of agreement was signed recently with the Ministry of Natural Resources to work jointly on a national strategy on 
the sustainable management of the invasive plant Prosopis juliflora in urban areas. Accompanying pilot projects on the use 
of the shrub for charcoal production will commence soon.

Substantial progress has been made in each project component in the last months, but the violence against the United 
Nations, the Turkish Embassy, and local government officials has saddened us and posed significant hurdles to the timely 
and safe execution of project activities. The safety of our project staff and partners is of paramount importance, and we 
would like to commend their hard work and commitment in the face of significant adversity. The SECIL team would also 
like to take this opportunity to express its sincere condolences to all those who have lost colleagues, family members, and 
friends during this volatile time in Somalia.

Left: (from left) Ali Gure, Deputy Mayor of Mogadishu; Axumite Gebre-Egziabher, UN-Habitat; Iman Icar, Deputy Mayor of Mogadishu; Dorothee von Brentano, UN-
Habitat © UN-Habitat
Right: (from left) Dorothee von Brentano; Nadifa Osman, Deputy Minister of Public Works; Ali Gure; Iman Icar; Britta Peters, UN-Habitat © UN-Habitat
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The importance of market management in Mogadishu  

Under the SECIL project, market management capacity building for a handicraft project and markets in Mogadishu 
will empower Somali entrepreneurs, microenterprises, and small businesses to manage their marketing efforts, 
resources, and activities effectively and apply modern marketing techniques to their real business situations.

Although market management is an integral part of any business, its scope depends on the size of the business 
and the industry in which the business operates. Understanding market management and applying its techniques 
to real business situations should remain the top priority of any business venture in order to increase its customer 
base, improve customer opinions about the business’s products and services, and increase the perceived value of 
the business.

Having a market management knowledge base will help Somali businesspeople to understand the interconnected 
characteristics of a market, such as the number and relative strength of competitors and sellers, the degree of 
involvement among them, the level and forms of competition, the extent of product differentiation, and the ease of 
entry into and exit from the market.

Capacity-building activities undertaken under the SECIL project will enable the artisans and vendors to target the 
ideal customers, the appropriate time to market a product, the ideal price, the right place for marketing, the most 
appropriate product to market, and even how to retain customers.

Abdikadir Abubakar Hassan, UN-Habitat

Clare Sadd, UN-Habitat

Upon the request of the Benadir Regional Administration, and after in-depth consultations with other relevant stakeholders, 
it was decided earlier this year that an interim legal framework was an immediate necessity. The framework will provide 
legal backing for SECIL activities, as well as the work of both the regional authorities and the national government. An 
introductory meeting was held in Mogadishu on 6 June to establish the basis for the framework, which will support the 
achievement of SECIL’s main aims: generating employment and improving livelihoods in Mogadishu.

An Interim Legal Framework to Support Employment and Livelihoods in the Benadir 
Region

Five priority components were established and agreed 
by stakeholders to be the focus of the framework:
1. Good governance
2. Investment, business, and employment
3. Urban services
4. Civil society and professional associations
5. Building regulations

A series of follow-up consultation workshops, involving both local and national-level representatives, as well as civil 
society members, took place in Nairobi to decide upon the content of these five legal instruments, which will enable the 
regional administration to apply and enforce laws that positively influence investment and development in the Benadir 
Region. Following this, a validation workshop was conducted in Mogadishu on 28 August to formalize the laws and 
increase ownership of the documents. Participants of the meeting included the Mayor and Vice-mayor of Mogadishu; 
representatives from the President’s Office and Prime Minister’s Office; the Ministries of Justice, Public Works, and Natural 
Resources; technical experts in urban planning, engineering, and law; and representatives from civil society.

The legal instruments were approved and ratified by all stakeholders present and will undergo further validation through 
a process led by the Benadir Regional Administration, which has committed itself to developing a strategy for the 
implementation and enforcement of these laws, in addition to leading an awareness-raising campaign throughout the 
Benadir Region.

The finalized documents present a sound legal framework to strengthen investment, business, and employment law. 
In addition, their accessible format and phrasing ensure that the laws outlined are equitable and serve to benefit the 
populace; the development of the legal documents has focused on practice rather than theory. The participatory approach 
to its development has meant that there is a high level of ownership and acceptance of the framework, which can serve as 
a springboard for the establishment of additional national-level laws and regulations.

The legal 
expert, 

Mohammed 
Siraj Sait, 

and Mayor 
Mohamoud 
Ahmed Nur 

in discussion, 
June 2013 © 
UN-Habitat
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In mid-July, representatives from Mogadishu Cleaning Company and WasteSom travelled to Nairobi for a study 
visit, including a three-day workshop at the Nomad Palace Hotel. The SECIL team met the group together with a 
Vice-mayor of Mogadishu, Iman Icar, to discuss the status of waste management in Mogadishu after four months 
of collection, and to visit some successful Kenyan solid waste management companies. The workshop served as a 
forum to discuss ongoing activities, identify challenges and possible solutions, share lessons learned, explore ways 
forward, and prepare a solid waste management action plan for Mogadishu.

Besides the round-table work, site visits were organized to three companies, each with a very different history, 
business model, and size: Bins Services Ltd, the oldest and biggest waste collection enterprise in Nairobi; Dial-A-
Home, a medium-sized company that collects garbage in Eastleigh (a Nairobi neighbourhood with a large number of 
Somalis); and Vijana Kwa Mazingira, a former community-based organization that is now a small garbage collection 
company dealing also with plastic recycling.

The study visit to Nairobi represented a unique opportunity to increase coordination and foster communication 
among various partners; the SECIL team and the companies on the ground will now work together even more closely 
to ensure the effectiveness and efficiency of future activities.

Waste collection companies tour Nairobi

Isabella Garino, CESVI

Five months of solid waste collection

Solid waste collection started in early April in the four pilot districts of Hamarweyne, Hamarjajab, Waberi, and Shingani, hand in hand 
with extensive awareness-raising campaigns. Before commencing, the solid waste collectors were equipped with protective gear and 
basic tools for garbage collection and vaccinated against hepatitis B and tetanus.

The service started with a number of hurdles. Many customers remain unaware of the environmental impact of waste and are therefore 
unwilling to pay for waste collection services. In addition, the lack of effective coordination and management of humanitarian and 
developmental organizations means that there is considerable duplication of activities. The introduction of ‘quick impact’ solutions 
such as one-off clean-ups and free short-term service provision has caused considerable challenges for SECIL, which aims to recover 
costs through minimal fees to ensure a sustainable waste collection service able to serve Mogadishu residents well beyond the time 
frame of the SECIL intervention. Although an environmental decree banning the irresponsible disposal of waste has been introduced 
by the Benadir Regional Administration, the enforcement of the law has proved to be more difficult than anticipated.

To overcome these hurdles, several activities were conducted over the past five months:
• Mass clean-ups in the four pilot districts to ensure a visible impact of the service
• Revision of private-public partnership contracts to include District Commissioners, in order to ease fee collection and enforcement 

of environmental decrees
• Study visit to Nairobi to learn from Kenyan solid waste companies
• Supporting private companies in efficient route planning and the establishment of viable business plans through the engagement 

of a financial and business expert

Recently, the Benadir Regional Administration, District Commissioners, and private companies concentrated their forces, supported 
by the SECIL solid waste management team, to further improve service delivery and make this pilot project a success!

Clare Sadd 
and

Britta Peters, 
UN-Habitat

Left: Mass clean-up © Mohamed 
Sheikh Nor, UN-Habitat

Right: Waste collection service 
in Hamarweyne District © UN-
Habitat



5SECIL Newsletter September 2013

Building codes establish predictable and consistent minimum standards that are applied to the quality and durability of 
construction materials, and they provide safeguards and ensure uniformity in the construction industry. According to 
the International Codes Council, “minimum requirements” means that the construction meets the criteria of being both 
“practical and adequate for protecting life, safety, and welfare of the public”. Building codes are adopted by a state or local 
government’s legislative body, then enacted to regulate building construction within a particular jurisdiction (city, county, 
or entire state).

Building codes generally include all manner of standards, rules on parking and fire codes, requirements for disaster 
resistance, energy provisions, specifications on components, allowable installation methods, minimum and maximum 
room/exit sizes, rules on the qualifications of contractors, etc.

Evidence suggests that Islamic rules and codes evolved from existing practices, particularly in the Arabian Peninsula during 
the 7th century when Islam emerged. This is corroborated by a number of the Prophet’s sayings and deeds regarding 
matters related to land use, its distribution, and various aspects of the construction process.

In general, current types of coding are all top-down codes. However, there exist principles in line with old Islamic approaches 
that allow for more bottom-up and democratic codes, applicable in Mogadishu:

1. Allow individuals (including groups) to act on their own knowledge.
2. Apply codes to simple, generic units and allow them to combine in many different ways.
3. Permit credible, understandable, enduring, and enforceable regulations.
4. Protect criticism, competition, and feedback.
5. Establish a framework within which people can create nested, competing frameworks of more specific rules.

SECIL has contributed to beginning the process of establishing building codes in Mogadishu through the introduction 
of new ‘building regulations’ to be enforced as part of the interim legal framework for Benadir Region. Follow-up action 
planning within the Benadir Regional Administration will assist the establishment of relevant mechanisms for developing 
more detailed regulations and codes in collaboration with the national government.

The importance of building regulations, standards, and quality testing 
in the reconstruction of Mogadishu 

Dorothee von Brentano, UN-Habitat

The rehabilitation of large parts of Mogadishu needs a regulatory framework © Mohamed Sheikh Nor, UN-Habitat
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Over the past months, SECIL 
partners have had intensive 
discussions regarding the need 
for the construction of a technical 
centre and quality testing laboratory 
in Mogadishu. The centre would 
serve as a facility for the centralized 
testing of the quality of both potable 
water and construction materials, 
while also providing technical 
training in these sectors. With less 
than 10 percent of Mogadishu’s 
households able to access adequate 
drinking water, as well as the 
rapidly increasing construction and 
development programmes within the 
city, the demand for such a facility is 
self-evident.

With the responsibility for providing 
urban services to the residents 
of Benadir Region, the Benadir 
Regional Administration (BRA) has 
proved proactive in initiating and 
pursuing the development of this 
multifunctional service centre.

In addition to facilities such as 
a demonstration centre and a 
conference centre, there will be 
short technical training workshops 
and courses in construction, water 
and sanitation, energy, and the 
environment. This will facilitate 
the introduction and development 
of appropriate, context-specific, 
and environmentally friendly 
technologies to Mogadishu.

Development of a technical centre and quality testing laboratory in 
Mogadishu

Clare Sadd, UN-Habitat

Under SECIL, training workshops will be available to those already active in the construction, water, and energy sectors, 
as well as people wishing to gain the vocational experience and technical certification needed to enter into these sectors. 
Training will also be provided to the BRA in order to equip ‘field monitors’ with the skills and full certification required to 
carry out their duties to the highest possible standards. Trainers of trainers will also be trained in order to build capacities 
for ongoing support and training within Mogadishu. The centre will be designed and run in a manner that ensures the quality 
and sustainability of service provision while also making the greatest possible contribution to increasing employment and 
livelihoods in Mogadishu.

Site of the technical centre and quality testing laboratory, before rehabilitation © UN-Habitat
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In Somalia, the lack of sanitation and safe water, along with 
widespread poor hygiene, are significant contributors to the high 
incidence of disease. The water is often saline and contaminated 
with bacteria. Areas with shallow groundwater tables contain 
hazardous bacterial contaminants, mostly in the rainy season.

Integrated water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) interventions 
can help reduce the incidence of diarrhoea and deadly cholera 
outbreaks. Household water treatment and safe storage is one 
such intervention with promising results. The ceramic water filter 
is a household, point-of-use water treatment option that is a 
good alternative to boiling and chlorination. It removes turbidity, 
reduces salinity, and most importantly, takes out microbial 
contaminants through size exclusion and bacteria inactivation. It 
can last up to two years with proper use and maintenance. 
 

Chujio Ceramics, the leading manufacturer of 
ceramic water filters in Africa, is actively involved 
in WASH activities regionally. With over 30 years 
of experience, Chujio Ceramics has empowered 
communities through health promotion, income 
generation, and environmental protection. 
Utilizing ceramic water filters significantly 
contributes to decreasing the incidence of 
waterborne and respiratory diseases. It also 
allows communities to engage more actively 
in education, gainful employment, and nation 
building, since less time is spent fetching water 
and collecting firewood. It further contributes to 
reducing deforestation. 

In Africa, close to 1 million people are currently 
using Chujio water filters. About 300,000 of these 
live in Somalia. There has been very promising 
feedback from end-users – a great confirmation 
that water filters can easily be adopted to a greater 
degree in the Somali context. With a population 
of over 10 million people, there is a need to 
scale up the supply of ceramic water filters to 
increase access to safe water. Chujio Ceramics 
is currently testing clay samples from Afgoye 
and Balad regarding its suitability in producing 
ceramic water filters in Mogadishu under the 
SECIL project.
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Empowering communities in Africa through health promotion, wealth 
creation, and environmental protection

Wanja Wambugu, Chujio Ceramics
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Since the beginning of 2013, Somalia has been 
experiencing an outbreak of wild poliovirus 
type 1. So far, almost 100 wild poliovirus 
cases have been confirmed in Somalia, mainly 
in Benadir Region, but also in Lower Shabelle, 
Bay, Lower Juba, Middle Shabelle, Middle 
Juba, Hiran, Bakool, and Sool. Poliovirus is an 
enterovirus: infection occurs via the fecal-oral 
route, usually due to poor sanitation practices 
such as poor hand washing, consuming 
contaminated food, or drinking contaminated 
water. The virus can lead to permanent 
paralysis and even death. It cannot be treated 
but can be prevented.

Low-income settlements are particularly prone 
to outbreaks of the virus due to a lack of basic 
services and hygiene awareness. In Mogadishu, 
on-site human waste disposal still remains the 
only option for the tens of thousands of poor 
living in informal settlements and unplanned 
areas. Conventional waterborne sewerage 
is non-existent, and as a result simple and 
improved pit latrines remain the common 
choice of sanitation facility.

As a contribution to the control and 
eradication of polio, as well as other diseases 
such as typhoid, cholera, and dysentery, 
SECIL is supporting desludging activities 
in IDP camps throughout Mogadishu, in 
cooperation with UNICEF. Four Vacutug 
machines, able to access otherwise hard-to-
reach pit latrines within IDP camps, have been 
purchased and will be donated to the Benadir 
Regional Administration in support of their 
environmental sanitation efforts.

SECIL has been responsible for providing 
technical expertise in liquid waste disposal 
and conducting training workshops on the 
operation of Vacutug machinery. Management 
systems are being designed to increase 
local ownership and establish sustainable 
cost-recovery mechanisms to ensure that 
desludging activities in vulnerable areas and 
the responsible disposal of liquid waste will 
continue well beyond the confines of the SECIL 
project.

Vaccination and good sanitation: the key to polio eradication in Somalia

Isabella Garino, CESVI
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A simple way to reduce the risk of 
contracting polio is to wash hands 
with soap or ash:
• after visiting the toilet
• after throwing away rubbish
• after changing the baby’s nappies
• before cooking
• before eating
• before feeding
• before breastfeeding
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Clare Sadd, UN-Habitat

As a primary step in supporting the introduction and development of new energy- and cost-efficient technologies in 
Mogadishu, SECIL has held a series of workshops, consultations, and study visits over the past five months. In addition to 
the recent completion of an energy baseline study, these workshops have served to establish a greater understanding of 
the existing energy needs in Mogadishu and the most effective and sustainable means of addressing these needs while 
also boosting employment levels and livelihoods within the energy sector.

A variety of international companies and experts in composting, charcoal and briquette production, waste-to-energy 
technologies, and fuel efficient stoves have contributed and will continue to do so through participation in an open day 
workshop and showcasing event in Mogadishu to promote and encourage investment in alternative and environmentally 
friendly energy options, especially those that target the urban poor.

After consultation with the Benadir Regional Administration and WASH cluster members in Nairobi, the construction of a 
centre for the production of high quality, affordable ceramic water filters is currently being planned for the ex-Aquadotto 
Centre in Bondhere District. This initiative will significantly contribute to the reduction of waterborne diseases, while 
developing the skills of local residents and providing sustainable employment opportunities.

Introducing alternative energy and technology in Mogadishu
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Mohamed Mohamoud Hussein, UN-Habitat

Mogadishu exhibition: selections from 
UNEP’s 22nd International Children’s 
Painting Competition

An exhibition of the 50 best entries from Mogadishu to UNEP’s 
22nd International Children’s Painting Competition took place 
on 28 April 2013. The event, organized by UN-Habitat and the 
Benadir Regional Administration, was held at the City Palace 
Hotel in Mogadishu.

The event commenced with a wonderful display of 50 paintings 
selected from more than 1,600 entrants from the 7 different 
schools that participated in the competition. A panel of judges 
gave top prizes to ten of the student artists (see the first three 
prizewinning paintings to the left). The painting competition 
focused on water as a ‘source of life’.

The Mayor of Mogadishu, Mohamoud Ahmed Nur, his Vice-
mayors, parents of the ten students selected for the top prizes, 
school principals, art teachers, and many other guests attended 
the exhibition.

During the event, the Mayor personally addressed all participants 
and encouraged students and art teachers in their efforts, 
saying, “It is indeed eye-opening and mesmerizing to see young 
students demonstrate their talent in arts.” The Mayor then 
distributed the awards for the top ten students. Observers noted 
that it was an excellent experience for the young artists and all 
those in attendance.
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Mapping urban environmental issues in Mogadishu

SECIL is undertaking a strategic analysis of the environment sector in Mogadishu. The assessment will identify and examine 
key environmental issues along with the relevant regulatory frameworks impacting on local practices that effect the 
environment.

Mogadishu faces many post-conflict challenges following two decades of conflict, during which the urban environment was 
systemically exploited and largely neglected by those in power. The city’s crippled infrastructure now has to accommodate 
thousands of internally displaced people. The current polio outbreak is indicative of the current pressures; improved 
sanitation and latrine facilities coupled with groundwater monitoring are urgently required to guard against communicable 
diseases such as cholera, polio, and dysentery.

Other environmental problems are linked to rapid urban development. For example, the building and construction sector 
is growing rapidly and placing further pressure on fragile urban ecosystems, as thousands of cubic metres of sandstone 
are blasted loose and then processed in coastal areas to the west of the city. This is done without much concern about 
environmental damage and with little thought to how these areas will be rehabilitated. The large swathes of newly degraded 
land, which lie just above sea level less than 200 metres from the shoreline, are now prone to flooding and are also being 
used as dump sites.

Economic development also brings environmental challenges, as waste from abattoirs, markets, medical clinics, hospitals, 
light industrial units, tanneries, and car repair shops all require careful and regulated disposal. The loss of urban 
biodiversity also urgently requires appropriate action. Mapping these and other urban environmental issues is the first 
step in understanding the problems, and will lead to recommendations for policymakers to make informed decisions and 
take decisive action to conserve and protect the Mogadishu environment.

Andrew Adam-Bradford, Human Relief Foundation

Environmental issues along the Jazeera coastal area include unregulated sand mining, stagnant water pooling,
Prosopis infestations, and the disposal of liquid and solid waste © Human Relief Foundation
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In Somalia the fast-growing, aggressive, and invasive tree 
species Prosopis juliflora has reached acute infestation levels, 
resulting in what may be the single greatest threat facing the 
future of the country. Due to the extent of the countrywide 
infestation, complete eradication is no longer a management 
option, but national coordination and local action to stop the 
current infestation and protect critical ecosystems are feasible 
options. In a recent meeting at the World Agroforestry Centre 
in Nairobi to discuss the problem, with CABI experts also 
in attendance, five critical ecosystems that require urgent 
protection were identified: 1) agricultural lands; 2) biodiversity 
niches; 3) wadi ecosystems; 4) coastal ecosystems; and 5) urban 
ecosystems.

SECIL is already focusing on the urban ecosystems component 
through the development of a national strategy for the 
integrated management of Prosopis in all urban areas of 
Somalia, while also implementing a pilot Prosopis project in 
peri-urban areas of Mogadishu. In the urban environment, 
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Prosopis is not recommended for urban greening, as 
the species: 1) reduces urban biodiversity; 2) rapidly 
deletes groundwater; 3) damages underground 
infrastructure through root growth; and 4) creates 
seed banks that can spread the tree through 
human/livestock interactions. The tree should be 
eradicated in urban areas and replaced with species 
more appropriate for the urban environment, such 
as the multi-purpose shade tree Azadirachta indica 
(neem). 

Inappropriate management techniques are also a 
concern, as these exacerbate the spread of Prosopis 
while draining human and financial resources. For 
example, simply removing Prosopis thickets allows 
sunlight to germinate the underlying seed banks. 
Other attempts to kill the tree also fail, leading to 
fatigue; after spending time cutting or burning the 
tree, people feel disempowered when they see its 
rapid regrowth. Eradication only occurs when the 
root crown is cut below the surface. Best practices 
and appropriate methods will form the core of the 
national urban strategy, which will guide these local 
actions: 1) community mobilization; 2) establishment 
of district tree nurseries; 3) eradication (charcoal 
production); 4) urban agriculture and agroforestry; 
and 5) re-emergence monitoring.

Andrew Adam-Bradford, Human Relief Foundation

National strategy for the integrated management of Prosopis 
juliflora in Somali urban areas



Worldwide, poverty is the single most pressing issue for 
people with disabilities. The lingering physical and mental 
effects of Somalia’s 20-year civil war has severe implications 
for the estimated 20 percent or more of the Somali population 
currently living with disabilities, and their families. Most often 
it is not people’s disabilities that keep them from supporting 
themselves and their families adequately. Rather it is the 
stigma, discrimination, and lack of knowledge or awareness 
about disability in the surrounding environment that limits 
their abilities and talents. Somalia suffers from a severe lack 
of public awareness regarding physical, sensory, intellectual, 
and mental disabilities, in addition to stigma and the near 
absence of funding and official support networks. Somalia is 
not a signatory to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities and does not have its own laws that protect 
and enforce the equal rights of persons with disabilities to 
such things as education and full and effective participation in 
society. People with disabilities in Somalia are often unable to 
access education and skills training, and are, as a result, among 
the most vulnerable members of society.

For more information on the SECIL 
project, please contact:
Britta Peters
britta.peters@unhabitat.org

UN-Habitat Somalia Programme
Tel. +254 20 7625030
un-habitat.som@unhabitat.org
www.unhabitat.org/somaliregion

Education and livelihoods for persons
with disabilities

Abikar Hussein Bashir,
Executive Director of Somalia and Somaliland Disability Network and Headmaster of Al-Basiir School

and
Brigitte Rohwerder,

independent disability consultant

SECIL
EMPLOYMENT & LIVELIHOODS

Students at the Al-Basiir School for the Blind and Deaf-Blind © 
Al-Basiir School for the Blind and Deaf-Blind
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PHOTOS OF: 

Mr. Timothy Randall visit to Al-Basiir School for the Blind and Deaf-Blind based 
at Wabari District, Mogadishu-Somalia on 30th January, 2013 

AL-BASIIR SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND AND DEAF-BLIND’s MOTTO is: 

“Blind Eye is NOT Blind Mind” 

 

 

 

Al-Basiir School for the Blind and Deaf-Blind is one example of a locally run initiative established to provide support to 
persons with disabilities that is otherwise unavailable in Somalia. Al-Basiir School was established in 2004 in Merka district, 
Lower Shabelle. The school was subject to increasing insecurity and became a direct target of Al-Shabab threats and 
attacks, eventually leading to the closure of the school and reestablishment in Mogadishu in January 2011. 

The newly established school in Mogadishu hosts 35 blind and deaf students between the ages of 6 and 16. It provides an 
enabling environment for learning focused on social and cultural integration of the visually impaired and vulnerable children 
into the local community with the overall aim of strengthening the opportunities, dignity, and independence of its students 
through the provision of quality education and health care. An expanded, and disability-specific, core curriculum goes 
beyond the academics skill areas and emphasizes an expanded learning base that includes: compensatory or functional 
academic skills, including communication modes; orientation and mobility; social interaction and independent living skills; 
and career education.

Although many challenges have been overcome and much progress has been made, the school still suffers from a severe 
lack of space and adequate disability-specific facilities and materials. The school is currently fighting to secure more 
adequate land, equipment, and qualified staff to enable it to open its doors to over 200 blind and deaf children currently 
enrolled but unable to attend due to the current lack of capacities and space. The school would like to expand its services 
to provide quality education and skills training to more and more students to provide them with the relevant tools required 
to secure long-term sustainable employment and livelihoods to support themselves and their families.

MOGADISHU PERSPECTIVES


